
 

 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
September 6, 2015 

 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Life in Christ: 
Bearing Fruit 

 

 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost                             September 6, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude 
 Opening Hymn   
  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                 (v.1-3) No. 797  
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
  Announcements 
 Worship Song 
  “He Who Began a Good Work in You”                         No. 537 
  

We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 We Confess Our Sin (together) 

Lord, we confess our lack of faith and our lack of spiritual 
fruit. We see a glimpse of what we ought to be and we know 
we fall short of the goal. We desire faith that is solid and 
unchanging, yet we crumble under trials and temptations. We 
want to be strong, but we know our weakness. Our sinful 
condition strips us of any spiritual gain that we humanly 
devise. Lord, forgive us. Accept us as we are, unworthy for 
the task, yet gifted for Your purposes. Grant us Your power to 
bear fruit for you. 

 We Hear the Good News (Pastor) 
Our God is a great God. He knows our needs for all areas of 
life, He knows our weakness and our unbelieving hearts. Yet, 
He loved us enough to die on a cross to provide forgiveness 
of our sin. Now the focus is not on the fruit that we can 
muster, but on the great gifts He gives daily as we trust Him. 

 

We Hear God’s Word  
 Gospel - John 15:9-16 

9 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 

remain in my love. 
10 

If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. 

11 
I have told you this so that my joy 

may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
12 

My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 

14 
You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 
15 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant 



does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. 

16 
You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 
name the Father will give you. 

 

We Confess Our Faith                                              
 Nicene Creed                                                                (on screen) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                                (on screen) 
  

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed  
 Special Music   
  “I Choose You”      Immanuel Quartet, Brooke Huffaker - Flute                                                         
 Sermon  
  “Life in Christ: Bearing Fruit”                            Pastor Anenson                   

 Hymn 
   “Little Is Much When God Is in It”                                  No. 661 

 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Distribution 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Blessing 
 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn             
  “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing”                          No. 237
 Postlude 

    

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Ushers: Dion Whipple, Steve & Miriam Skartvedt, Dennis 
 Bauman 

Greeters: Adam & Rachel Wilkinson 

Reader: Judy McIlrath 

Communion Preparers: Ardella Mostrom, Diane Holdredge 

Communion Assistants: Judy McIlrath, Brad Skaar 

Sound Engineer: Brad Waline 

 

Welcome to Visitors! Welcome to worship on this Labor Day 
weekend, as we celebrate all work — paid and unpaid — that's done 
for the glory of God and the service of others. 

Holy Communion. Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward.  
 Those receiving the Lord's Supper may prepare by asking 
themselves: 

- Do I believe in Jesus as my Savior and Lord? 
- Am I sorry for my sins? 
- Have I asked Jesus to forgive me? 
- Do I believe Jesus is present in the sacrament? 

 Children who have not been prepared to receive the Sacrament 
are invited to come with their family for a blessing. If you are unable 
to come to the front to receive the sacrament, let an usher know and 
the elements will be brought to you.  We also offer gluten free wafers 
and white grape juice for those who prefer those options.  If you 
desire either of them, simply point to the center of the tray where they 
are available. 
 

Flowers on the altar and the piano are given by William Craig in 
memory of his mother, Evelyn Craig, and also in memory of Misha 
Kern, Lt. Craig Munsen, Carol Sucher Clemens and Pastor Melvin 
Sucher. 
 

Thank you to Dave Morris, Carol Ann Morris, Kent Meier, Jill Brown 
and Brooke Huffaker for providing the special music for our worship 
today. 
 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
downstairs in the Social Hall following the worship service. This is a 
good time to get to know other members and guests a little better. 
Volunteers are needed to serve coffee fellowship this fall. Signup 
sheets are on the bulletin board in the kitchen. 
 

Our annual hunger offering, which is taking place today, will go to 
help pay expenses for the "Meals from the Heartland" packaging 
event to be held in Story City on Saturday, September 26 at the Rec 
Center. Please make any checks out to Immanuel with a notation for 
World Hunger fund. Please remember that the loose change given 
each Sunday also goes to fight world hunger. Thanks to those of you 
who give to this fund all through the year.  
 See the table in the narthex to sign up for a packaging shift! 
Area churches are hoping to raise at least $6,000 to package 30,000 
meals for hungry people around the world. Signups are also available 
on the Roland-Story Ministerial Association's Facebook page, which 
you can find a link to on our church website.  



Today is Food Pantry Sunday. Place your items for the Loaves and 
Fishes Food Pantry in the grocery cart in the narthex. Cash 
donations are also always welcome. Checks can be made out to 
Immanuel with a notation for the Food Pantry and placed in the 
offering plate.  
 

Next Sunday will be our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This 
fund is used for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our 
church buildings. If possible please use your special improvement 
fund envelope in your envelope packet for this offering. 
 

The pastors conclude their sermon series today entitled: “Life in 
Christ.” The journey of life for a plant is very much like the journey of 
life for the Christian as God works to nourish our spirits each step of 
the way. We continue to look at the various ways God helps us 
mature in him. Sermon titles include: 
 “Rooted” – August 16 
 “Growing” – August 23 
 “Pruning” – August 30 
 “Bearing Fruit” – September 6 
If you have missed a sermon in this series, remember that all 
sermons are available on our church website. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 200 
 

Current & Mission Fund during August: Income - $34,971           

(5 Sundays); Expenses - $33,880 
 

Singers Wanted. Anyone interested in participating in our Senior 
Choir fellowship (High school age and up) is invited to give it a try. 
Our first rehearsal is this Wednesday, September 9 at 7:15 P.M. in 
the sanctuary.  We’d love to see you there. Susan Amensen 
 

Needed: One or two members who would be willing to organize the 
Supper for 6 program this fall. Call the church office or talk to the 
pastors if interested. 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent members are reminded to call 
Thrivent at 1.800.847.4836 or log in to their website to designate your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars for Immanuel Lutheran Church. So far this 
year Immanuel has received $2,281.00 from the Thrivent Choice 
program. 
 

The Annual Fire Fighters Convention will take place this 
Wednesday through Sunday. Give a special welcome to those 
visitors to our community this week. 
 

Weekly Women’s Bible Study. "Reviving and Surviving our Faith 
Walk." begins this Thursday, Sept.10. After a summer with a busier 
than usual schedule, many of us have "relaxed" our time with the 
Lord and have lost some of that discipline that keeps us close to Him. 
We may have realized some new trials and stress as a result of 
that. Together, we will take a look at where we are and where we 
would like to be in our relationship with Christ and how to overcome 
and survive the obstacles in reaching our goal. This will run for 6 
weeks, meeting Thursday mornings, Sept. 10 to Oct. 15, from 8:30-
10 A.M. in the library. All women are welcome. There is no cost.    
 

Newsletters via e-mail. In order to receive your newsletter quickly 
you may want to receive your monthly newsletter by email. By 
receiving your newsletter by email you can help save the church 
costs for the paper, printing and postage used for the printed 
newsletter. Each member of a household with an email address 
could receive an email copy of the newsletter. Please contact the 
church office if you desire to change to receiving the newsletter via 
email. Thank you. Those who prefer to continue receiving their 
newsletter via postal mail will continue to receive them this way.  
 

Upcoming Events 

 Quilt Tying. We have a half day scheduled for quilt tying this 
Thursday, September 10, from 9 A.M.-12 noon in the Social Hall. 
Come share in the fellowship with others while providing a service to 
people in need. If you would like to bring something to share for 
coffee break, you are invited to do so. We hope you can make it, 
whether it is for an hour or two or for the entire morning.  

 Women's Monthly Bible Study. We will continue our Bible Study, 
"Sermon on the Mount," on Tuesday, September 15 at 2 P.M. 
Materials are available at the Bible Study. Cost is $6.00. This is a 
great opportunity for discussion and fellowship. All women are 
invited. 

 Celebrate Oktoberfest with Seasoned Souls. Saturday, Sept. 26,    
6 P.M. at Al & Karen Hermanson's, 12725 Hillcrest Drive. Any adult 
members who feel like they fall into the category of Seasoned Souls 
are welcome to join us for an evening of fun! Please bring a German 
dish to share. We will have contests for different food categories: 
brats, sauerkraut, soup, vegetable, bread, dessert. Presentation will 
also be important! There will be fabulous prizes (as always). There 
will also be a prize for the best German costumes, male/female. 
(Costumes are optional.) Feel free to bring "Traditional" potluck food 
for those not as daring. There is a signup in the narthex area. Any 
questions, contact Jaynee Christian at jlchristian@hotmail.com or 



Reminders 

 A nursery is available across from the restrooms on the main floor 
of the educational wing.  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 The fall issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book is on the 
shelf in the narthex.  The large print edition is there also. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We have 
several extra units at this time. 

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Lillian Tegels who is at Bethany Manor recovering from a fall 

 all those suffering from the effects of violence, war, destructive 
storms, and other tragedies. 

We praise God for: 

 giving us the opportunity to bear fruit that helps extend the 
Kingdom of God. 

 the labor we can offer each day as we use the talents He has 
given us to serve our world. 

 
 

 
 

Youth Activities 

Middle and High School Youth 

 Youth Group Kick Off - Next Sunday, September 13th, we will be 

"Kicking Off" our new year of Youth Group!! Parents AND Youth 

please plan on joining us from 1:00 - 3:00 PM to help get our year 

started. We will be having food, fellowship, fun and a friendly 

competition!  The Adults will be defending their title as Kickball 

Champions!  Students, please come and try your best to win this year 

:)  I hope to see YOU there!  COME EXCITED!!   

 

Labor Day - Have a safe and enjoyable day off of school tomorrow! 

September 6 - 13, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, September 6 - Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 
Monday, September 7 
 

Tuesday, September 8 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

  
Wednesday, September 9 

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Students 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, September 10 
8:30 A.M. Women's Bible Study - "Reviving and Surviving 

Our Faith Walk" 
9:00 A.M.-12 noon     Immanuel Women's Ministry Quilt Tying 

Work Day  
7:00 P.M. Board of Deacons Meeting  
7:00 P.M. Board of Trustees Meeting  
7:45 P.M. Board of Education Meeting  
8:15 P.M. Church Council Meeting  

 

Friday, September 11 
 
Saturday, September 12 
 
Sunday, September 13 - Rally Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Cinnamon Rolls & Fruit (Social Hall) 

 1:00 P.M. Youth Group Kickoff 
 
 
 



Upcoming Adult Education 
Fall Quarter begins next Sunday, Sept. 13 

8:30-9:15 A.M. 
 
Social Hall - Vanishing Grace is a                         
great six week DVD series by popular                          
author Philip Yancey. He explores how                                                            
Christians can offer grace in a hostile                        
society. Yancey delves into the                                        
reasons for this hostility and gives us                          
models of different, more effective ways of 
communicating the Gospel and why it is such Good 
News.  
 

Cornerstone Room - New Parenting course. 
Essentials of Parenting: Raising Kids with a Faith 
that Lasts introduces you to one of                                     
your greatest privileges—helping                                 
your child begin a relationship with                       
God. While your kids are in Sunday                          
School or the playroom, come learn                                 
how to be the primary faith teacher                                         
in their lives! You'll see how everyday                                       
conversations, family fun, and                                      
purposeful projects build spiritual foundations your 
son or daughter can rely on for a lifetime—and 
beyond. This six-session series by Focus on the 
Family features top parenting mentors Dr. Tim 
Kimmel, Rev. Mark Holmen, and Larry Fowler. To 
get the most out of these sessions, pick up an $8 
workbook in the narthex. We’ll have extra copies 
available when the class starts. See you there! 
 

                                        
  

Wednesday, September 9 

 Junior Choir (2nd-6th Graders) Rehearsal - 6:30 P.M. in 
the chapel 

 Pizza Supper for 6th-9th Graders - 6:30 P.M. in the 
Social Hall 

 Trinity Classes begin for 6th & 7th Graders - 6:45 P.M. in 
the Cornerstone Room and Room #6 

 Confirmation Classes for 8th & 9th graders - 6:45 P.M. 
in the Social Hall 

 Senior Choir (High School and Adults) Rehearsals 
Begin - 7:15 P.M. in the sanctuary 

 
Sunday, September 13 - Rally Sunday 

 Sunday School Classes Begin - Kingdom Kids (ages 3 
year olds - 1st grade) report to classrooms on lower 
level to meet teachers at 8:30 A.M. The Young 
Disciples (2nd-6th grade) meet in the chapel. Junior 
High and High School youth go directly to the 
sanctuary.  

   There will be a Rally Sunday presentation by The 
Praise Puppets, a ministry of Christ Community 
Church in Ames at   8:45 A.M.  

   Adult classes will begin at 8:30 A.M. - Vanishing 
Grace in the Social Hall and Essentials of Parenting: 
Raising Kids with a Faith that Lasts in Cornerstone 
Room. 

 Worship at 9:30 A.M. - 2nd Graders receive Bibles from 
the congregation. The Praise Puppets will share the 
children's sermon. Senior Choir will sing. 

 Cinnamon rolls and fruit will be served by the Board of 
Education following worship - Freewill offering 


